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in moulding the individuality of the nation. In the ensuing
century the national character of Britain was mainly marked by
three traits which were much more pronounced than in other
nations : Utilitarianism, Christian humanitarianism and tradi-
tionalism.
Hume, in his essay " Of National Characters ", remarks that
national characteristics often change very quickly and he gives
as an illustration the fact that the English in the seventeenth
century were " inflamed with the most furious enthusiasm, and
are now settled into the most cool indifference, with regard to
religious matters, that is to be found in any nation of the world ".
At that time, however, a great revival of religious enthusiasm was
already preparing itself, namely the work of John and Charles
Wesley, Whitefield and their disciples. The Methodists and the
Quakers nad the; main share in an awakening of the Christian
conscience which resulted in a moral revolution as momentous
as the industrial revolution of that time,1
John Wesley was distrustful of governments, of the ruling
powers, and of " that many-headed beast" the people, as a
political factor. In his view the moral regeneration of man was
immensely more important than political reforms. But his great
achievements in arousing a sense of brotherhood and moral
energy prepared the ground for a wider and nobler idea of a
nation, and helped to save Britain from the poisonous doctrines
of class war and revolution.
The " greatest happiness " principle was put forward by many
British thinkers of the eighteenth century.2 But its true prophet
was Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832), whose influence was dominant
in a large part of the_ nineteenth century.3 It was he and his
disciples who made Utilitarianism a national characteristic of
modern British thought and politics. Starting from conservative
views, Bentham became more and more hostile to all obsolete
traditions and worked out a large part of the ideology of later
liberals and democrats., Utilitarianism, however, is not merely
liberalism. The happiness-principle inspired also many benevo-
1 Gf. W. Warner, The Wesleyan Movement iti the Industrial Revolution, 1930; Robert
Wearmouth, Methodism and the Working-Class Movements in England, i8oo-i85Q> 1937.
a For the history of English political thought cf. especially the admirable work by
Robert Murray, Studies in the English Social and Political Thinkers of the rgh Centoy,
2 vols., 1029. On patriotism cf. Esm.6 Wingfield-Stratford, History ofEngfah Patnohm,
iqiq, vol. ii. In a later book, The Foundations of British Patriotism, 1939. Wagne^-
Stratford states that he has revised his standpoint But his first work is still the most
valuable survey of ideas on patriotism and nationality in England. ^
* Dicey calls the time from 1825 to 1870 the period of Benthamism or mdwduahsm,
cf. A. V. Dicey, Lectures on the Relation between Law and Public Opmwn m Engtoaa*
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